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Media Release

Fiji and Australia boost psychosocial support for Nausori students 

18 February 2026 
 
Suva, Fiji – Students in the Nausori district will now have better access to wellbeing and psychosocial support services with the opening of a Student Support Services Hub at Sila Central High School. 
 
The hub was officially opened by Fiji’s Minister for Education, Hon. Aseri Radrodro, and Australia’s Acting Deputy High Commissioner to Fiji, Emeline Cammack. It provides a safe, confidential and accessible space for students from around 150 schools across the Nausori District who need additional psychosocial support. 

The hub was delivered with support from Australia through the Australia Fiji Education Program (AFEP), in partnership with Fiji’s Ministry of Education, to strengthen student wellbeing. 
 
Under the Vuvale Partnership, AFEP includes strengthening teaching and learning by investing in teacher professional development, literacy and numeracy, inclusive education, curriculum delivery, and comprehensive student support services. 
 
Over the past six years, Australia has collaborated with the Ministry of Education to help build capacity to support students’ wellbeing. This included training counsellors from within the Ministry to complete a Diploma of Counselling through Australia’s Pacific Australia Skills program, alongside refresher training and counselling resources for schools. 
 
This is the fifth Student Support Services Hub established with Australia’s support, complementing hubs operating since 2023 in Lautoka, Nasinu, Levuka and Labasa. These hubs deliver counselling, case management and referral services at a Divisional and District level to help schools address behavioural, emotional and psychosocial challenges affecting students. 
 
The hubs operate with technical guidance from the Ministry of Education’s Substance Abuse Advisory Council (SAAC) to strengthen responses to challenging behaviours, harmful substance use and complex family or social situations requiring specialised, confidential support. 
 
The Minister for Education said: “The provision of professional counselling support can provide a pathway for emotional healing. The data from Divisional counselling hubs and SAAC indicates that 1338 children visited the hubs and accessed counselling services in 2025 alone.” 
 
Acting Deputy High Commissioner Cammack said the new hub reflects Australia’s commitment to supporting quality education outcomes by strengthening the wellbeing systems that help students thrive. 
 
“Student wellbeing – encompassing mental, emotional, and physical health is fundamental to effective learning”, Ms Cammack said. “Young people are increasingly facing a range of social, emotional and safety challenges. When students feel safe, supported and heard, they are more likely to remain engaged in their education. Student Support Services Hubs like this, enable schools to respond early and connect students with the help they need.” 
 
“Through the Fiji Australia Vuvale Partnership, we are working with the Ministry of Education to strengthen safe and inclusive school environments so that all students can continue to learn, grow and succeed,” she added. 
 
Australia is partnering with the Ministry of Education to progressively establish 13 Student Support Services Hubs to serve districts across the country, with work underway for the next hubs in Savusavu and Kadavu. 
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